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Sometimes generations pay for the errors committed by a generation before them, it may not be fair but there is some twisted and comical sense of justice in that. People are capable of so much cruelty than one can fathom and some are even incapable of righting the wrongs they did before which is so much worse. Elizabeth Gaskell, a short story writer, and novelist in the early 1800s show the cruel nature of human in her story ‘The old Nurse’s story’.  The story is a moral one which explains why one cannot right some of the wrongs they did and how such wrongs are never forgiven. Cruelty, especially towards one, ’s loved ones should never exist and when such grave sins are committed perhaps it is only fair that they are never forgiven. 
The story is a tale told to children by their caregiver who also happened to be their mother’s nurse concerning their gothic experience at a relative’s house after the death of their grandparents. The story is classical in nature and based on Victorian-era times. According to Gaskell (2015) the statement, “as she was called those days, Miss Grace, for she was the younger sister…” symbolizes the old traditional setting of the story (Gaskell, 2015). There are also issues such as stillbirths and maternal mortality which were prevalent during the periods before the 1800s. For instance, the story tells of the death of Rosamond’s mother who died under uncertain circumstances during the birth of her second child. 
The story has some religious aspects to it as seen from the belief in life after death, the existence of ghosts, and penance for one’s sins as well as the repentance of one’s sins through prayer. Hester is portrayed as a religious character that even loses Rosemond once after leaving her behind to go to church with Agnes, a fellow staff. Later Hester teaches Rosemond how to pray so that she can pray for one who had done a grave sin. However, there never seems to be an end to these prayers because one who commits such a heinous crime can never be forgiven. As such, Miss Grace is doomed to suffer for her betrayal to her sister.
The main themes of the story revolve around cruelty, isolation, neglect, betrayal, suffering, vengeance and abandonment. The gothic setting of the story especially the state of manor tells of neglect. According to Gaskell (2015), this is seen from the un-kept landscape to the abandoned left wing that is never opened or the tree branches that scratch against the walls when its windy to the ivy plants that have almost completely blocked out the sun to some rooms.  The neglect is seen from the manner in which Miss grace neglects her sister and betrays her for a foreigner’s affection that she watching with a sinister smile as she is thrown out alongside her child in the cold. 
Cruelty is displayed by how Rosewood’s uncle watches as she is ferried off to a haunted manor. It is developed further by Grace’s insensitivity to the sister. How Furnivall throws out his daughter and injures his granddaughter in the process letting them die of cold or hunger. Miss Grace does not learn from that and is still indifferent towards Rosemond whom they barely help take care of even though they are related to the child. Hester is also deemed cruel by Rosemond for not letting in the little girl who screams and begs out in the winter cold (Gaskell, 2015). 
Although there are so many fictional aspects in the story, the folkloric tone of the narrator makes it difficult to tell apart what is fictional and what is true in the story. The story is told to educate Rosemond’s children that there are consequences for their actions as seen from the life of solitude that Grace leads for crimes against the sister whose child comes back to try and snatch away some of her off-springs. Even the old man is deemed to have been locked out of heaven and is still heard playing music during the winter showing that even in his death his actions still haunt him. In the end, sometimes such cruelty is astonishing and perhaps it is only fair that it is never forgiven.
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